Providence School Board
Narducci Learning Center
110 Paul Street
Providence, RI 02904

REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MINUTES
Wednesday, January 17, 2024


1. Convene Meeting
0. Call to Order at 6: 10 PM
0. Pledge of Allegiance
0. Roll Call

President Erlin Rogel called the meeting to order as an informational session for the first part until the other Board Members arrived to complete the quorum
MSV – Akin, Ibiyemi (4-0) MOTION APPROVED

0. Superintendent’s Comments
Superintendent Montañez – Good evening everyone. When I was selected as 
the Superintendent of Providence Public Schools, Providence Schools were known for decrepit facilities and for generations we complained about the conditions of the facilities but Providence Renaissance seemed to stop at the doors of our neighborhood schools.  This evening we are joined together at this fully renovated, like new, Narducci Learning Center.  The type of facility that our students, parents and Community Members deserve. The Narducci Learning Center along with a brand new Spaziano Elementary School in the Silver Lake Neighborhood and the newly renovated D’Abate Elementary School in the Olneyville section and these are the new buildings that our students deserve in PPSD.  I will also like to mention that we are only getting started and the next 4 are newly renovated.  Pleasant View Elementary School will open and work will be done in other buildings.  Our plan is to have 100% of our students in 21st Century State of the Art Schools.

I would also like to applaud PPSD students who are coming to school, increasing numbers.  We have seen 18% reduction in chronic absenteeism from this time last year.  While this step is trending in the right direction, we will keep supporting our students to be in school, on time every day.  I would also like to acknowledge the 6,800 students who have been in school 95% of the time or better and the 11,900 students who have also attended school 90% this year. These determined 18,700 students are the first chapter of success stories.  While we are on the topic of success, no Providence Public School has been the back drop for more success stories than Classical High School. Classical High School is still a school of excellence with 83.8% of the students meeting or exceeding the SAT English test and high entrance to college rates.  Classical students achieve too in the athletic area, in the arts and higher education.  Countless Classical Alums have given back to the city and its school including our own President Rogel.  With that being said, the Classical Star Rating was lowered because of one target area for improvement, the performance of our Multi-Lingual Learners and we accept those challenges.  Multi-Lingual Learners are the fastest growing segment of our student population.  We will continue to put the right supports in place to leverage the opportunities and have a diverse Multi-Lingual City.  I urge you to advocate for increased funding for Multi-Lingual Learner who count for over 40% of our population. 

That being said, I would also like to touch base on a violent incident that occurred at a basketball game between Mount Pleasant and Narragansett High School at Mount Pleasant this month.  Please understand that the incident was not caused by or nor did it involve any of our student athletes.  Two (2) minor and two (2) adults were arrested as the result of the incident.  The police and Mount Pleasant Staff were present and responded appropriately.  I’ve also met with Colonel Perez who is a proud graduate from Central High School and a member of the Providence Police Command Staff.  We both discussed the incident and reviewed safety procedures going forward. PPSD will continue to use police detail and implementing ticket sales for basketball games and I have also asked building administrators to be present at the games.  We must work together to ensure the safety of our students, staff and families.

At this point, I would like to take this opportunity to recognize Carolina Roberts-Santana and Muyideen Ibiyemi, two of our School Board Members, who I want to say thank you for your years of service, commitment and dedication to our students and our children while serving on the School Board.

Board Members in Attendance: Erlin Rogel, Toni Akin, Ty’Relle Stephens, Muyideen Ibiyemi, Carolina Roberts-Santana, George Matouk and Night Jean Muhingabo
Carolina Roberts-Santana arrived at 6:15 PM    (Completing the quorum)
George Matouk arrived at 6:18 PM
Night Jean Muhingabo arrived at 6:21 PM  

Absent Board Member: Travis Escobar
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As the quorum was completed a Motion was made to Amend the Agenda and take item 4.1 out of order and place it after the Presentation section 10.1
	MSV – Stephens, Akin (5-0) MOTION APPROVED

1. Approve Agenda
1. Approval of Agenda as Amended
MSV – Akin, Stephens (5-0) MOTION APPROVED

1. Consent Agenda
2. Approval of Minutes 12-13-2023
MSV – Roberts-Santana, Stephens (6-0) MOTION APPROVED
2. Home School Candidates
MSV – Akin, Ibiyemi (6-0) MOTION APPROVED

1. Recognitions
3. PPSD Cares Awards
Citations were presented to Carolina Roberts-Santana and Muyideen Ibiyemi who served out their terms on the Providence School Board

1. Public Comment
Pilar McCloud – Ms. McCloud was not able to attend in person so Mr. Raymond Watson brought a recording on her behalf.
Good Evening All, I am sorry that I am not able to attend in person due to health issues but I did not want my voice to be heard in this first meeting of the new year.  Unfortunately, we are still dragging old issues into the new year and I, Raymond Watson and Diana Wallington are still waiting for a response from the Board, Superintendent, Board President Erlin Rogel, Vice-President Travis in regards to a meeting to place in October at the United Way. We were told if we had any questions or suggestions that we could email the Superintendent and we did send an email while we were on the zoom meeting and got no response. I printed out the email and brought it to the next board meeting in December and got no response.  We are now in January and how are you going to say that you want to have a good relationship with the community, when you don’t respond to the community.  We are giving you recommendations and we are coming to your meetings and we are making our voice known and we are telling you what we want. Yet you are ignoring us to our faces and you want us to trust you with our most precious and valuable items, our children.  Why?  You don’t care about the adults and that means you don’t give a damn about the kids. We want answers and we want them now.  I told you back in October that I would be at every meeting and as you can see, I will be here whether it’s in person or if only you hear my voice.  I will show up every month if I have to and make public comment and I will bring the others who will do the same.  The choice is yours, either respond to the community or you will deal with the community, thank you.

President Rogel – Thank you Mr. Watson for delivering Ms. McCloud’s message and you can tell her we received it and acknowledge it. Mr. Watson, you are next up on public comment.

		Raymond Watson – So once again, Happy New to everyone. I will say that I am a
		bit confused why the first school board meeting of the new year would be
		moved from the regular location and I’m looking around the room and I don’t 
		see very many parents or students here which says to me a lot of them probably 
		didn’t get the notice that it was taking place over here so I just don’t understand 
		the logic behind that or the motive.  As you can hear from Pilar there are a lot of 
		concerns regarding engagement with the community and this really doesn’t help 
		School Board’s reputation much.  Beyond that, I saw the report about the school 
		ratings and I was sort of amazed that under the state take over Classical’s 
		ranking down, which is just outrageous to me. What is exactly going on and how 
		long does this keep going on and at what point are you all going to be back in 
		control?  At this point, there is no else to describe it but a failure and people 
		getting paid hundreds of thousands of to keep failing our kids. I will also reiterate
		Pilar’s concerns about the lack of response and to know me you know that I am 
		all about helping out and being committed but we can’t do that if there’s no 
		response to the concerns that we raise and we can’t speak on your behalf to the
		community if you don’t have any answers to the questions that are being raised. 
		I hope that we are not going to start 2024 on this foot.  I think for me, I have 
		been very cordial in the past 2 or 3 meetings that I have been and I most 
		certainly hope that I don’t have to go back to my old ways and start calling 
		people out by name on social media, I’m trying to be cordial and I’m trying to 
		represent, I’m trying to be a good advocate for our children and I will remind 
		everyone on the board once again, that these are paid positions that you all have
		so we are not just hoping that you are listening and do the right thing, you are 
		obligated to listen and do the right thing.  Please, listen and do the right thing.  
		You have people here that are passionate and want to be of assistance and want 
		to be advocates for you all and the work that you are doing allow us the stage to 
		do that because as Pilar said If we don’t get that space then we have to do the 
		other thing.  I don’t like doing the other thing but I will.  I will say as well that 
		when community members are speaking, it’s polite to look at them when they 	
		are speaking and not be typing.  I know that if we were in a working environment
		at a meeting and someone was speaking and you were typing someone might
		have an issue with that.  Everyone is being paid on this board so professionalism
		like I spoke to last month, let’s be professional when people are here taking their
		time to volunteer to speak you need to give them the attention that they 
		deserve when they are speaking.  Attorney, School Board Attorney, that is 
		directed at you, sir.  Thank you very much for your time this evening.

1. School Board Comments
Erlin Rogel – Thanked Carolina Roberts-Santana and Muyideen Ibiyemi for the time they spent serving the families and students on the Providence School Board.

Muyideen Ibiyemi – Spoke about his 9 years on the Board and thanked everyone for all of the work they did together.

Carolina Roberts-Santana – Spoke about her term on the Board and time spent on her committees making a difference for the children of the Providence Public School District.

Ty’Relle Stephens – Thanked Muyideen Ibiyemi and Carolina Roberts-Santana for the time they were on the Board and the work they did.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Toni Akin, Night Jean Muhingabo & George Matouk – Echoed the sentiments of the other Board Members and thanked Muyideen Ibiyemi and Carolina Roberts-Santana and wished them well.

1. School Board Committee Updates
6. Policy Committee
6. Finance Committee
6. Health & Wellness Committee
6. Career & Technical Education Committee

1. Policy & Planning
7. Parent Involvement Policy (1st Read)
MSV – Akin, Ibiyemi (7-0) MOTION APPROVED
7. Summer School Policy (1st Read)
MSV – Ibiyemi, Muhingabo (7-0) MOTION APPROVED
7. Providence School Board Code of Conduct (2nd Read & Adoption)
MSV – Stephens, Akin (7-0) MOTION APPROVED

1. Report on Contracts
8. RISE Engineering
MSV – Stephens, Muhingabo (7-0) MOTION APPROVED

1. Presentations
9. Tap Update

At this time President Erlin Rogel presented Recognitions to Carolina Roberts-Santana
	and Muyideen Ibiyemi for their years of service with the Board as it was their last
	meeting.

1. Adjourn
10. Adjourn Meeting
MSV – Ibiyemi, Roberts-Santana (7 -0) MOTION APPROVED

